The mists and skies of Ireland inspired

local artist Judith Reidy (above) during
her travels, and she captures their beauty

in her artwork.

JUDITH REIDY IS A SOFT-SPOKEN, THOUGHT-
ful artist whose intelligence and dedica-
tion to her work sparkle through her
like flecks of pink light in her misty
landscapes.

She compares her recent work to inves-
tigating a mystery. Judith's pieces are com-
pleted after hours of observation, studying
the gradations of color as they fluctuate
in the atmosphere. In warm weather, she
will work in watercolors in the open air. In

winter, she creates “studio works,” relying
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on memory, supported by photos and color
studies. Her final depiction tells a story of
how subtle tonal changes took place in the
scene over a period of time.

Her pastels of misty Ireland are truly
astounding. According to Judith, who visited
Ireland last year, “I had become interested in
mists here, when | was going up to Crystal
Ridge here in Wisconsin. I would go early
in the morning, looking due east, and there
were these mists that captured my imagina-
tion.” When she went to visit her daughter
overseas later in the year, the mystical (and
misty) scenes of Inishowen Peninsula were a
perfect subject matter. “I sat at the window
for 13 days, looking at the Bay, studying
light, and painting. It was magical.”

One thing that struck Judith while in
[reland was their view of the sky. “I was at
the 60th latitude, and | wondered why the
sky never achieved the pink that we see here,
at about the 44th. I did some research on
it and apparently northern European skies
get more yellows and whites than North
American skies, which show more violets
and pinks. In that sense we have light that's
more like what you see in French master
landscapes, which would have been created
at similar latitudes to ours.”

Judith Reidy is part of a two-person show
with Cynthia Son, currently on view at the

Griffin Gallery in Oconomowoc. The show

will be up through the end of February.
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