
Jil l  Carver 
7 Day Workshop 

Painting Fall  Color in Rico, Colorado 
 

22 nd September – 28 th September 2014 
$700 

Class max: 15 students 
(applications will  be juried to ensure compatibil ity)  

 
WORKSHOP INFORMATION 

 
I invite you to consider the following to help you determine whether this workshop is 
suitable for you. 
 

1) You are expected to have some ‘plein air’ oil painting experience – this class is 
aimed at the committed ‘advanced beginner’ to the professional level student - i.e. 
those who are used to working outdoors in oil and wish to take their work (both 
plein air and studio) to the next level. 

 
2) Rico is a high altitude destination. The town is at 8800 ft above sea level and 

some of the surrounding areas are 10,000 ft. Please consult your doctor if you have 
any health concerns in this respect at all. Altitude sickness is  very serious 
and it can affect anybody - in the 5 years I have been teaching this workshop, there 
have been 2 students who needed hospital attention for acute altitude sickness – 
both were fine within 24 hours of treatment. Certainly taking steps to prepare 
beforehand (including arriving in the regionearly, or having a night or two at 
5000ft prior) help hugely. I send out further information and advice in good time 
before class.  (Note: Telluride has a 24hour emergency medical center – it’s a 40 
min drive away from Rico. The nearest hospitals are: Cortez 1 hr, Durango 1 ½ 
hours, Montrose, 2hr) 

 
3) Be prepared for a variety of weather! Whatever the weather, we will be working 

outdoors! Bring many layers  - be prepared for cold weather, and maybe snow...  
but maybe some warm, sunny afternoons too! 

 
 

Rico 
 
Surrounded by National Forest, Rico is a small old mining town nestled at 9000ft in the 
middle of the San Juan Mountains in SW Colorado – population 250 in the summer! It is 
surrounded by mountains, meadows, aspens and spruce. The Dolores River also flows 
through the valley. National Forest Access and old mining roads give us ample 
opportunity to get to into the very heart of this un-spoilt region of Colorado. 
 



 
Class Description 
 
This 7 day workshop embraces total immersion! The fact that Rico is relatively remote, 
that most students will lodge together, and that we will also enjoy evening meals 
together, all ensures a richly rewarding experience and a high level of dialogue. 
 
We will examine why observation and studying direct from nature is so crucial in our 
development as artists. However, I will endeavor to put ‘plein air painting’ ‘back in its 
rightful context i.e. that plein-air painting is, more than anything else, about ‘learning to 
see’ and being a dedicated student of nature. It is about being effective ‘hunter gatherers’ 
and making astute observations about the land and light. Learning to see and think 
differently will very much be the theme of the week. 
 
Day 1,2,3 
We will complete various exercises on site that will enable us to see value more accurately 
and make us see – and think - in terms of shapes rather than ‘nameable’ objects. On Day 1 
we will be exploring the power of notan theory… and then on Day 2 we will complete 
various exercises of limiting, ‘pooling’, and manipulating values  - all to enable us to 
‘deconstruct’ the landscape and then ‘reconstruct’ it in an effective design. On Day 3 we 
will concentrate on transferring our ability to see value in b/w into ‘seeing the value’ in 
color – that transition is crucial to successful paintings. 
 
Day 4 
A free day – for you to practice yourselves, at your own pace, and to focus on the elements 
of the first three days that you feel most beneficial to you. You will also be able to explore 
the surrounding area further without the restraints of travelling and parking as a large 
group. We will have a viewing and critique of resulting work from this day on the 
morning of Day 5. NB: Please note that on the evening of Day 4 I will  do a 
sl ide show presentation/lecture  
 
Day 5,6,7 
Building on the foundation of Days 1-3 we will concentrate on some specific design 
theories and explore color theory and palette issues. For these final three days I will 
complete demos in the field, and through brainstorming and group discussions, we will 
push the limits of your capabilities when functioning in the field.  I am committed to the 
mission that, by Day 6 and Day 7,  you are applying some of the tools we have explored 
during the week and that you see key improvements in your thought and planning 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Please note:  
 

• We will endeavor to paint outdoors whatever the weather (and expect the full 
range in Sept!) but in case of impossible conditions we will have a classroom 
facility available. 

 
• We may switch up the ‘free’ day according to the weather forecast so as to utilize 

our time outdoors. 
 

• Some painting locations will not have bathroom facilities – but there are plenty of 
trees and bushes! 

 
• Communal evening dinners will be encouraged, as that is when much of the 

important dialogue, analysis and learning occur.  
 

• Lunch – I do not like to break for lunch as such as I think it breaks the 
momentum. We can place lunch orders in the mornings and my assistant will 
deliver lunch to the painting location every day. 

 
 
 
Travel  
 
Rico is about 35 miles south of Telluride. By air you can find connections into one of the 
regions local airports: Telluride, Montrose, Durango or Grand Junction.  
 
Note: Durango is about 1 ½ hours drive away and has great prices and good connections; 
Montrose would be my next choice – that is a 2 hour drive. 
 
Lodging 
 
The Rico Hotel.  
This place has heaps of character, is an old mining bunkhouse, and has a superb 
restaurant attached. 
 
Rates include a cooked breakfast. The owner/chef has kindly discounted rates for my 
students – see separate attachment for room rates. 
 
www.ricohotel.com 
 
There is a variety of rooms available, some with shared facilities or the option to share 
rooms and therefore lower your individual costs. I would encourage you to BOOK 
SOON for greater choice. 



 
Camping/RV 
 
Priest Gulch campground, some ten minutes to the south, is an excellent choice and has 
full hook ups. 
 
 
Spouses/partners 
 
This region is rich in outdoor adventure opportunities including hiking, horse-back 
riding and fishing - or shopping in Telluride! So, it makes an ideal painting destination 
for spouses or partners to come along too. Everyone is welcome to attend our communal 
dinner events. I will also be encouraging car-pooling during the day so this will enable 
spouses or partners to have their own vehicles and explore. 
 


