
16 CHICAGO TRIBUNE ï ON THE TOWN ï SECTION 7 ï FRIDAY, MAY 23, 2008 C

Alan Artner In the Galleries

Arnaldo R oche show ed paintings
at the Chicago Public Library Cul-
tural Center in the hey day of Neo
Expr essionism more than 20 y ears
ago. Now he is back at the Chica go
Cultural Center with recent w orks
larg er and more open about their
links to the expr essionism of Vin-
cent van Gogh than e ver, and it is a
happ y r etur n for the na tiv e of
Puer to Rico who once made his
home her e.

The works take in Van Gogh, the
childhood death of R oche's br other,
9/11 and the 2004 Asian tsunami.
Not all of the influences are equall y
clear. However , quotations fr om
Van Gogh paintings and dra wings
ar e fully assimilated into R oche's
overpow ering style, w hic h is based
in the technique of fr ottage or
rubbing.

Alwa ys larg e, the paintings ar e
now tr ul y monumental, and some
on view ha ve the technique but not
the pictorial incident to sustain
inter est at that siz e. Still, as it was
in the '80s, this has remained dis-
tinctive , personal w ork that suc-
ceeds in stimulating vie wers with-
out recourse to either popular
cultur e or a ªconceptualº pr ogram.

At 78 E. Washington St. 312-744-
6630.

Last month the Inter national
Sculptur e Center in San F rancisco
gave Fletcher B enton a lifetime
achiev ement a war d, and no w, in
Chicago , the 77-year-old master of
outdoor w ork r eceiv es a strong
small show of maquettes, prints ,
tab letop and wall pieces at the J ean
Albano Gallery .

Some of the pieces are homa ges
to Wassil y Kandinsk y and par ticu-
larl y his la ter, har d-edged geo-
metric a bstractions . This sug gests
the tradition with w hic h Benton
identifies , but it is not the full
story . Benton's major contrib utions
hav e been free-standing pieces with
the economy of f olded-pa per cut-
outs and a series of w orks that defy
gravity e ven as it celebrates inher-

ent qualities of steel and br onze.
Both are r epr esented her e.

Less well-kno wn are the wall
pieces called ªSteel Paintingsº in
whic h some of Benton's thr ee-
dimensional components ar e
br ought to gether , again sometimes
precariously , with incised g eo-
metric painted f orms . These, too,
ar e persuasi ve, though much mor e
sober than the selections fr om
ªT he Steel Water color Series,º a
series of multiples that substan-
tiall y lightens through balance
alone a persisting modern cur r ent. 

At 215 W. Superior St. 312-440-
0770.

Brian Ulrich 's show of a series of
photogra phs on thrift stores in
December 2006, suggested that his
contin uing protest of American
consumerism perhaps needed to go
upscale , into the auction houses
and galleries dedicated to our cul-
tur e of money. No w, Ulric h and
Jason L azarus exhibit w orks in the
City Gallery at the Historic W ater
Tower tha t w ere in fact taken at the
Wright auction house in Chica go,
but they serve neither the art pic-
tur ed nor the cause of making
any one more a war e of the empty
cycle of acquisition.

When, say, Walk er Evans and
Char les Sheeler w ere commis-
sioned to shoot art objects, the
wor ks r eceiv ed such superfine
trea tment that the photo ima ges
could stand in for a first-hand
vie wing experience. Her e, however,
the Wright commission, w hic h was
said to gi ve the photo gra phers full
access to the f acilities , has been
fulfilled by Lazarus under cutting
the art when he pictures it at all
and Ulrich drawing a way from the
social commentary that is his moti-
vation and f orte.

Lazar us addresses only indi-
rectl y w orks by Ad R einhardt , Ed
Ruscha , Sol LeWitt , Jenny Holz er,

Donald J udd and Jasper J ohns.
The single piece shot head on is
Philippe Halsman's photo gra ph of
Maril yn Monroe as Mao T se
TungÐand its tr eatment is too
stupid for w ords . Ulrich be gins
mor e promisingl y in W right's
backr oom and studioÐan ima ge of
pairs of sconces and chairs is c hill-
ingÐb ut is di ver ted into coy por-
traits inspired by paintings and
extr eme closeups of upholstery .

At 806 N. Mic hig an A ve. 312-742-
0808.

At the height of the moder n
mov ement, it often was said tha t
subject matter in painting counted
for little. Of course, no one ask ed
viewers , who al ways are a ttracted
to some subjects and not others ,
depending on personal mak eup.
But in those years such was the
pressur e to ªgo beyondº subject
matter that e ven fairl y sophisti-
cated vie wers would pretend not to
notice , as when a g ay collector in
Chica go feigned surprise to an
interview er who r emark ed that the
onl y nudes he owned w ere of
males.

Nowadays , things are dif ferent.
Mor e than 20 years of emphasis on
sexual, racial and political themes

hav e reopened the way for less
charg ed content as well, and r epre-
senta tional artists a gain ar e
kno wn as much for their subject
matter as how they set it down. An
example is Chris tina B ody 's larg e
exhibition of paintings at the P al-
ette & Chisel Academy of Fine
Arts , whic h includes landsca pes
and marine studies but nonethe-
less marks her as a painter of the
city and, specificall y, Chica go.

Body addresses both landmar ks
and nondescript b uildings , occa-
sionall y from the high vie wpoints
favor ed by ear ly moder ns. Some
pieces emphasize the spaces be-
tw een str uctures , others celebra te
the overlook ed poetry of cr eations
such as the expr essway, still others
captur e seasonal atmospher e in an
urban setting. The landscapes and
boating pictures are no less a ble
than the others, but the o verriding
subject is Chica go, and in a w ork
such as ªBend,º it holds a str ong
attraction. (To view the ar tist's
images , visit www .christinabo-
dy.com.)

At 1012 N. Dearborn St. 312-642-
4400.

aartner@tribune.com

Roche's works grow larger in size if not in scope

Arnaldo R oche' s The Garden of Intoler ance: In the End, Like F athers , Like Madmen or Like Her oes (triptych). 

Roche' s works , including I S aw the
Star s Falling, Under V incent' s Flow-
ers (triptych), is on display at the
Chicag o Public Libr ary Cultur al
Center through June 22.

EXHIBITIONS

Arnaldo R oche at the Chic ago Public
Librar y Cultural C enter through June
22

Fletcher B enton at Jean Albano
Gallery through July 5

Brian Ulrich and Jason L azarus at
the City Gallery at the His toric Water
Tower through Aug. 3

Chris tina B ody at the Palett e & Chis-
el Academ y of Fine Arts through Ma y
26

Puerto Rico native's links
to the expressionism of
Van Gogh more evident
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 Make It

 a Special Day With

 RESTAURANT 

 Ò T h e  Or i g i n a l Ó

 R e s t a u r a n t

 6181 N. Lincoln Ave.
 Chicago, IL 60659

 (the original)

 773.583.3050
 We Now Deliver To Your Door.

 www.theoriginalwhatscooking.com

 OPEN Memorial Day Monday May 26, 2008
 Come and enjoy the best ÒBBQ Baby Back RibsÓ in the 

 Northside of Chicago. Unlike other businesses, our 
 prices, and quality have remained the same. We now 

 deliver to your door. Call for details and areaÕs.
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