West Meets Cast

The paintings of Rick Howell and Huihan Liv bridge culfural differences.

s Rick Howell and Huihan Liv are from worlds apart.,
lowell is o Afth-generation New Mexican, born and
aisod in Albuquerque, while Hulhan left his pnative China

177 the Tate 1980s to make a new life for his family and himsclf in
California. And whereas Howell was free o invent himsell over
again, moving through careers uneil he found the right fir, Huihan
faced a sinpular strugele o obrain the education he believed was
his birthright and his destiny. Now, both are represented by Total
Ares Gallery and will be fearured in a owo-man show thar has them
standing squarely at a modern cultural crossroads.

Rick Howell Bitterroot Sunrize oil 18 by 24 inches

communicate through painting are perfectly synchronized, proving
that art is indeed the universal language.

Rick Howell comes from a creative family—his great-grand-
mother was an artist—and admits his parenes still have paintings
hanging in the kitchen that he did as an adolescent. In spite of his
evident talent, Howell earned a science degree then chose a carcer
in finance before deciding to try and make a living as an artist,
Today, the self-taught plein air painter is acchimed for masterful

landscapes that capture pure and unembellished moments of beauy

Perhaps it is not so surprising that this premier |

By Dena Miller

— in the American west. His style is tranquil but nor
| quiescent: his oil paintings offer a soothing whisper

contemporary gallery has chosen o spodight such

unlikely partners in the same show. Afeer all, Toral Arts is Jocated
in a town whose heritage is an amalgam of many echnicities, a place
where diversity is celebrated. And visitors o Toral Ares will be genu-
inelv taken with this justaposition of Wese and Ease. The brilliance
of the pairing pushes past their differences and instead highlighes
a common thread of authenticity that Howell and Huihan both
bring to their subject matter. The emotional honesty and ability 1o

(L]

that invite viewers to move in closer. "1F vou paint the
entire landscape with singing color, it is difficult to appreciate the
beaury of the more subtle voices you wani to hear” he says.
Huihan Liu came of age during the Chinese Culwural Rey-
olution, and likewise displayed an carly walent. After several ap-
plications for admission to the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Art
in southern China were denied, his perseverance eventually paid
off and he was accepted in 1972, Once he arrived in the United
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Hulhan Liu Tiberon Beoury oil 30 by 24 inches

Sares Huihan continued his formal studics. earning an MFA from
the Academy of Art College in San Francisco. Now regarded as a
virtuoso of nuanced portraiture, Huihan acknowledges the Impres-
sionist Nicolai Fechin (1881-1955), the renowned Russian artise
who resided and painted in Taos from 1927 uniil 1933, as one of his
greatest influcnces. Huiban's fvorite subjects though are the rural
Tibetan people for whom he has developed an affinity in his cavels,
Working from skerches and photographs taken during his visits, he
brings his subjects to life in his studiog t|'|c:.' emerge I::ht.'tl:i'.'cl:h'.. then
with increasing clarity and reverence. Their countenances, their pos-
tures, communicate soundlessly with the viewer. "1 love the people,”
hie says. "1r's the connection that 1 leatned from Fechin.”

‘The authenticity thar makes the art of Howell and Huihan so
evocative is due largely 1o the belief in selFhonesty and selFknowl-
edge thar they hold in common, Both eschew formulaic, commer-
cially driven methodology and hold true o their values. “There has
to be a halance with the marker and vourselll” Huihan says. *You
dont wamt o lese yoursell.” Howell relawes a similar perspective.
“Ohver the long haul the artists that stick o their principles wend w
be the most respected, as they will stand our from the crowd,” he
explains, This clearly resonates with the collecrors who recognize tha
the real value of art is s Ilhr-l.'i!_".l'iL‘d tlcp'ﬂ_'linn of life, of nawre, of the
human condition.

Howell spends most of his days working en plein air, cither
painting studics for his final studio compositions or conducting
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workshops. He often finds himself in the company of a name-
less donkey who will mosey over o watch him paint, "He's grem
company, until he decides to mess with my paining h:iz:.. Then
| have to ask him politely 1o leave,” Howell says with a laugh.
Howell has released a how-to DVD enritled "En Plein Ajr Paine-
ing with the Right Side of Your Brain,” and is expecting a book,
Chasing Shadms, 1o be released in 2011,

Huihan shares a Bay Area studio with his wite Weizhen
Liang, where he continues to chronicle the boundary berween
ancient and modern China through his gorgeous porrraits. Wei-
zhen is a talented artise in her own rght who is enjoying eriti-
cal acclaim for still lite paintings chat impart a distinctive Asian
Hair. The couple’s third book, Tie O Painting of Huilan Lise and
Weizhen Liang, is now available, as is Huihan's DVD, “Twilight
in Tiber.”

n exhibition preview of new works by Rick Howell, Huihan

Liu and Weirhen Liang will open September 23 at Total

rts Gallery, 122-A Kit Carson Road, with a champagne
reception from 5 to 7 pm. A book-signing event is scheduled for

Seprember 24, 1 wo 3 pm. The show will hang undl October 16,

575.758.4667. totalartsgallery.com.




